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29th April 2020 

Mr Kalinga Indatissa,  

President’s Counsel 

kalinga.indatissa@gmail.com 

President  

Bar Association of Sri Lanka 

 

Dear Sir, 

Letter addressed to the Inspector General of Police dated 15th April 2020 and the 

Letter dated 24.04.2020 addressed to the President Bar Association of Sri Lanka 

We have seen a Letter sent by you in your capacity as President of the Bar Association of 

Sri Lanka, addressed to the Inspector General of Police dated 15th of April 2020, which 

refers  to certain matters relating to the arrest of a member of the BASL,  one Mr. Hejaaz 

Hizbullah. 

In the said Letter you have maintained the position  that according to the information 

received by you, the reasons for his arrest had not been made known to the said 

Mr.Hizbullah and that you have been informed that the arrest is based on certain functions 

attended to by Mr. Hizbullah in his professional capacity, as a member of the Bar. 

We have also come to learn however that, on the 15th of April 2020 itself, the CID has 

informed the BASL through the Registrar of the  Supreme Court (as the BASL office was 

closed on that day) that the arrest and the reasons for the same,  are not related to any 

function attended to by the said Mr.Hizbullah in his professional capacity, as an Attorney-

at-Law, although contended as such by you in your said letter under reference. 

We must appreciate that whilst the BASL must indeed protect and advance the rights and 

the cause of the entire legal community, as well as even individual members, 

nevertheless, we must also be equally conscious of the fact that the BASL should make 

such interventions only strictly within the mandate of the law and that too, only when the 

attendant facts and circumstances, as well as the equities warrant the same.  
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Otherwise, the dangerous repercussions would be that the trust and the confidence that 

the public reposes in the BASL and the important influence that it wields with the 

authorities, (which can be used very effectively for positive and justified causes), will be 

eroded and undermined and there would be a loss of standing and confidence  as well as 

the lowering of the status of the BASL. The voice of the BASL must be the voice of sanity 

and the voice of good conscience. 

Whilst we have full confidence in you, we will in the course of this letter, set out as to 

why we most strongly feel, that you have unfortunately been misguided by whatever 

quarters, in  forwarding a letter that could well be open to the charge of being 

misconceived, ill researched, ill advised, as well as being counter-productive. 

We now turn to a new twist in the whole saga, given that much publicity was accorded to 

a Letter sent to you, dated 24th April 2020, by several persons claiming to be members of 

the BASL, however without their signatures and the membership numbers being supplied 

or affixed. 

 

At the outset, we grounds to strongly believe that several of the persons purporting to 

have authored this most unfortunate letter are not members of the BASL and are 

motivated by certain political and other agendas which are not compatible with the best 

interests of the country and her people. Therefore, in the first instance, we request you to 

verify their membship prior to the consideration of the contents in the said letter. 

 

Being  members  of the BASL, we wish to bring  the following important facts to your kind 

notice with regard to the several matters urged in the said letter. 

 

1. Neither the Attorney at Law who had been arrested nor the immediate family 

members of the suspect  Attorney at Law have made any request from the BASL for any 

intervention into this matter.  

 

2. The attached purported statement to the said letter by so called members of Civil 

Society which contrive to highlight the alleged circumstances of Mr. Hizbullah’s  arrest and 

detention, does not constitute any form of satisfactory evidence or material, upon which 

the BASL can be moved to act in this matter.  
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3. Obviously the said members of Civil Society had no personal knowledge 

whatsoever, of whether Mr. Hizbullah was informed of the reasons for his arrest or not. 

Nor do they have personal knowledge of whether the matters in respect of which detailed 

investigations are being conducted and presently on-going, are only purely confined to or 

arising from Mr. Hizbullah’s functions and practice as an Attorney-at-Law per se or 

whether they are centred around much broader activity on the part of the suspect. 

 

4. In fact, it is common pubic knowedge now, as clearly enunciated by the Police as 

well as by the Police spokesman officially, and also at a media conference, that there is 

clear evidence of Mr. Hizbullah’s knowledge and involvement in extremist or extremist 

related activities and it is significant that the Police Spokesman replied to a pointed 

question posed by a journalist, by categorically stating that the evidence that had been 

elicited against Mr. Hizbullah, was beyond being merely prima facie evidence. He also 

expressly stated that more facts were being revealed during the investigation. 

 

5. In addition, the CID re-iterated in writing to the BASL by it’s Letter dated 

15.04.2020, that the reasons for Mr. Hizbullah’s arrest and detention, were  his connection 

to the Terrorist activity of 21st  April 2019, Easter Sunday,  perpetrated against  three 

churches in Sri Lanka and three luxury hotels in the commercial capital, Colombo, in a 

series of precisely co-ordinated Islamic terrorist suicide bombings whereby Two hundred 

and fifty-nine people were brutally killed,  including at least 45 foreign nationals and 

three police officers, and with at least 500 being maimed, disabled and injured. 

6. Mr. Hizbullah’s arrest assumed even greater poignancy in the wake of the recent 

revelation that there had been a second wave of co-ordinate explosions that had been 

planned. Some 190 odd suspects have been taken into custody in a massive sting 

operation, designed not only to trace the exact roots of the bombings and their master 

minds as well as confederates, allies and aids, but also to thwart any further attacks of 

whatever nature, on the citizens of Sri Lanka. Mr. Hizbullah is only one of a large number 

of suspects that have been arrested. 

 

7. We need hardly stress on you, that these are matters of an inordinately security 

sensitive nature, which gravely impact on the safety and wellbeing of the people of Sri 

Lanka and of course, National Security, which must always come first, irrespective of 

personalities and influencial or highly placed persons.  
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8. No one can be permitted in good conscience, to reverse or impede, or retard, or 

negate or undermine the full  implementation of all measures necessary in order to ensure 

the security of the nation and the people, including the vital processes of police 

investigations, in respect of sensitive evidence and evidence gathering and collation.  

 

9. Therefore, undue collateral pressure must not be brought to bear or be exerted on 

the investigative process or on the investigation officers and we understand to our dismay 

as citizens of this country, that there are various forces and unlawful influences that are 

at play, who/which are attempting exert pressure to release Mr. Hizbullah and to 

discontinue the investigations against him, but that most fortunately, the investigation 

officers and the Sri Lanka Police are remaining steadfastly committed to their duties and 

to not succumbing to these pressures.The investigation must be taken to a full and logical 

conclusion and no amount of repetition would be in vain, in emphasising this fact. 

 

10. We were all happy to note that the BASL was a prime mover and a petitioner in the 

cases filed in respect of the Easter Bombings and the BASL filed action against an 

incumbent  President, a sitting Prime Minister and Cabinet of Ministers and the Supreme 

Court granted leave to proceed against the then President, the then Prime Minister and 

the then Defence Secretary, the IGP, the Head of the State Intelligence Service and the 

Chief of National Intelligence.  

 

11. One of the chief complaints that the BASL and the other petitioners made was that 

proper investigations and follow up action had not been taken when evidence was 

available etc. Thus, it would be ironic for the BASL to be seen to interfere or intervene in 

favour of Mr. Hizbullah, when at last the Police has launched the much awaited although 

belated, full scale investigation, with hundreds of arrests being made on prima facie 

evidence.  

 

12. We as the BASL must not be seen as being duplicitous and must assist the due 

administration of justice for the common good and not negate it. Similar to you Sir, we 

are lawyers as well as highly concerned citizens in Sri Lanka, to whom it is vital that the  

security of all citizens and of all people, must be ensured at any cost. This is the most 

paramount of consideration. 

 

13. The matter of Mr. Hizbullah cannot be viewed in a simplistic manner. It is not a 

simple issue of a lawyer. This is a matter of national security of the most monumental 
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proportions. The people of the country have in one voice, including His Eminence the 

Cardinal and the Chief Prelates of the Asgiriya and Malwatte chapters and also sane civic 

society members, clamoured for a heightened and concerted campaign of investigation 

and discovery of evidence and due follow on measures, which had not been forthcoming 

all this time.  

 

14. Now that it has been undertaken in good faith, for the benefit of the people, due 

investigations must continue to its logical conclusion, without impediment. It is vital that 

suspects against whom there is prima facie material be duly investigated and questioned 

and detained, depending on the degree of the evidence and of the suspected involvement, 

and this must happen across the board, without fear or favour and irrespective of whether 

the suspect is a road sweeper or a lawyer or doctor or politician. This is the only way in 

which the Rule of Law can be secured in this country. 

 

15. The allegations against Mr. Hizbullah in respect of which the Police most 

emphatically maintains that it has abundant material, is utterly disturbing and if he turns 

out to be guilty of them, then by what parity of skewed reasoning could not arresting him 

or not detaining him, be justified.  

 

16. If these investigations are not done to their fulnness or if they are interrupted or 

abandoned, there will be the most virulent of accusations from the people of the country, 

that national security was criminally compromised and that a lawyer was accorded 

preferential treatment purely by virtue of his profession, at the instance of the influential 

Bar Association.  

 

17. We must stress in this connection, that all suspects are equal and they have the 

same rights and disabilities as all other suspects. We do not intend to debate the merits  

or de-merits of the Prevention of Terrorism Act, but what is important to stress is that Mr. 

Hizbullah has been detained in terms of a detention order issued under the PTA and the 

PTA is, as of today, valid and enforceable law. 

 

18. The grant of preferential treatment to one suspect as opposed to hundreds of other 

suspects, can not only lead to security breaches but also allegations of unequal treatment 

vis-à-vis the other suspects.  
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19. The Letter addressed to you, which we have refered to above, represents (provided 

all the purported signatorties are in fact members of the BASL), less than 1% (0.79%) of the 

membership of the BASL , which indicates the balance 99% of the members are either  not 

in agreement with the matters stated in the said Letter or not interested in this matter, 

which makes the issue, one, not in the interest of the membership at large, as one 

assumes that the membership knows where the duties of a lawyer start and end, and 

where criminality begins and takes over. 

 

20. In the circumstances, as the arrest of Mr. Hizbullah is not in connection with a 

matter regarding the discharge of his duties in the professional capacity, but totally 

outside the scope of  a lawyer, being a matter as serious as an alleged connection to  

terrorist activity,  the BASL  is not permitted  to intervene in to the said matter in any 

means and ways according to the Constitution of the BASL. 

21. Furthermore, the mode of access  and the adequacy to visitors are matters of a 

personal nature in respect of which the BASL  intervention is not required. In any event, 

the dynamics that are created in the context of a matter of grave national security is not 

the same as in the case of a normal offence and it is difficult for lay persons such as us to 

fathom the intricate security dynamics that are involved. 

22. Furthermore, since the said matters are now before the Court of Appeal in two 

pending cases filed on behalf of the accused Attorney, in any event, the BASL should not 

intervene into the said issues. 

In the above circumstances and for the  aforesaid reasons detailed above, we are strongly 

of the opinion that the BASL should not  intervene in to the aforesaid issue and disturb the 

investigations, succumbing to the request of non-related third parties. 

The BASL should keep out of this issue and allow the law enforcing  authorities to conduct 

a free and fair investigation into the matter.  

We trust that you will appreciate our sentiments in the same constructive manner in which 

they are made. 

Thank you, 
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1. Manohara de Silva  President’s Counsel 

2. Prasantha Lal de Alwis  President’s Counsel  

3. Shammil J Perera  President’s Counsel  

4. Chandana Liyanapatabedi  President’s Counsel  

5. Kushan D Alwis  President’s Counsel 

6. Nevile Abeyratne  President’s Counsel 

7. Priyal Wijeweera  President’s Counsel. 

8. C. Palitha J. W. Mathew M 134 

9. Ranjan Ranatunga R 255 

10. Binara Gunasekera G 499 

11. Theja Silva  S1029 

12. Rajitha Hathurusinghe – H1003 

13. S.M.A.K. Samarakoon - S 1279, 

14. Dilukshan Fernando - F 431,  

15. Nilantha Halpandeniya - H 299, 

16. R. R. Dayananda, D 1310 

17.  Indrajith Thilakarathne - T 319 

18. K.D.S.I.Siriwardena, S1831 

19. Jayaraj Palihawadana - P 1024 

20. A.M.S.A.K.Attanayake A 1156  

21. H.M.P.K.Jayathilake   J 868 

22. N M A N R Cooray  C406 

23. S.W.Amila Kumara   S 2448 

24. M.G.Krishantha Senaratne  S 2143 

25. Dimitra A. Abeysekara A1814 

26. Amindrika Ratnayake  A 21535 

27. Lalantha Sarathchandra – S1211 

28. Waruni K Chandimali – C 296 

29. Chandrika Rajapakshe – R560 

30. Edirisinghe L. Charuni – C 294 
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31. Padmasiri Mapa – M707 

32. Geethma Fernando – F554 

33. Tharanga Hewawasam  H 1139 

34. N.S.Welgama W 1655 

35. S.R.Jayawardena  J 577 

36. N.Edirisinghe E 124 

37. A.P.S. Fernando - F493.  

38. Shamith Fernando - F513 

39. Champa Sri Chandradasa  A174 

40. M.P.A.P de Silva  D 875 

41. P.W.D.T.Perera P 2038 

42. Sarath Athukorala A 1276 

43. A.M.S.Amarakoon A 592 

44. N.P.Imbulgoda  I 64 

45. J.V.Sakalasooriya  S1837 

46. Epa Premacghandra E 111 

47. A.H.W.Ambawatta A 891 

48. A.B.A.Magammana M 631 

49. S.B.Seneviratne S 990 

50. B.S.Abeywickrama  A  171 

51. W.M.N. Wijesinghe  W 2156 

52. D. Jayaweera J 1242 

53. A.H.W.Ambawatta A 891 

54. Gamini Illangasinghe  I 82 

55. Priyantha Deniyaya D 1029 

56. Rex Fernando F 691 

57. H.K.M.P.Malinda  H 1323 

58. Somapala Gamage S 1245 

59. Rukshan Senadheera S 2374 

60. Hemantha Kodithuwakku K 1034 
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61. Dinesh de Soyza D 2071 

62. C.N.F.De Silva D 988 

63. P.L.Jayawardena J 716 

64. Athula Guruge G 224 

65. Amila palliyage P1729 

66. Sudarshana Deshapriya 1246 

67. A. M. Y. Gunasekera Y33 

68. A.M.H.D.B. ADIKARY  A 526 

69. Wijitha Manamperi.M 560 

70. Rakhitha Abeygunawardana A 1153 

71. Sharm Fernando F 515 

72. Nilantha Pilapitiya P 798   

73. K. T. Disanayake D 1119 

74. Sudheera Wasalathanthi  W 2439 

75. H.K.S.I .Herath  H 952 

76. Newman Henry Weligamaarachchi W 1600 

77.  Chathura Galhena G 840 

78. Suranga mohotti M-1358 

79. Chathura RanathungaR 1364 

80. Anusha Wickramasinghe W 1390 

81. Chamini Goonewardena G 953 

82. Harendri Palkumbura  P 1981 

83. D.L.A. S. Sandaruwan S1633 

84. V.A.N.K. Wickramasighe W 1575 

85. N J Rukmal Cooray   C 387 

86. N M A N Ruwanmalee Coorey  C406 

87. UMESHA Pavithra Nugegoda  N507 

88. N L G Coorey - C88 

89. L S Chathurika Wijesinghe - W508 

90. G. Pradeep Samantha G 1285 
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91. Bernard Fernando F 380 

92. Bastian Jayawardane J 691 

93. W. S. S. Ravindra Fernando F459 

94.  Mr. T.R.W. Gunasekara - W 1344 

95. Ms. P.A.D. Kularathne - K 1636 

96. Rasanga Harischandra - H 297,   

97. Kapila Gamage - G 664, 

98. H.K.M.P. Malinda - H 1323 

99.  G.J.C. Perera - P 1653 

100.  I. Senevirathne  - S 2233 

101. Erusha Kalidasa K 824 

102. Ranusha R Wijesinghe - W2072 

103.  J.P.S. Subashini - J 1311 

104. R.P.D.M. Ramanayaka - R 1620 

105. B.W.M.U.M.Kumarihamy - B 578 

106. Lahiru  Welgama P 1864 

107. Indika Kahatapitiya P 1549 

108. Anurada Senarath W 1784 

109. Indika Perera - P 1082 

110.  H.K.M.K. Rajitha - H 1211 

111. S.A.P. Udayangani U119 

112. Suraj Walgama – W2024 

113.  Nilantha Kumarage – K 973 

114. Lakshan Livera – L277 

115.  Ananda De Silva – D 1145 

116. S.G.L.D. Aravinda – A847 

117. G.E.S.S. Kumara – G 1058 

118. Gayanga Weerakoon – W1936 

119. P.M. W. Sampath Perera – P1385 

120. K.A.Thilini Lakshika – K1277 
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121. A M S A K Attanayaka – A 1156 

122.  J Gunarathna – G 1092 

123. Shamila C Edirisooriya – E 256 

124.  Samanmali Widyaratne – W1653 

125. J.C. Basuriya – B 474 

126. Pradeep Rodrigo – R 699 

127. Thilini Sithumini  G 1227 

128. N.P.Wijesekara W2738 

129. R. Kumarasinghe  K 1884 

130. Kaminda Silva S 1676 

131. A.M.R.S. Abeysinghe – A1100 

132. Deepika Jayakody – J 677 

133. Kushan Senanayake – S1868 

134.  Dilani Wasana – K1416 

135. Piumilatha Randiligama – R1322 

136. Indrasiri Senaratne – S1620 

137. Roshanthi Fernando – F 425 

138. Chinthaka Subasinghe – S2150 

139. Alex Nishantha – F 324 

140. G.A.D.I.gonaduwa  G957  

141. Anoja Jayasinghe – J 513 

142. Wajira Nilanthi – N357 

143. Manjula Nishantha – N 403 

144.  Kasun Perera – P 1823 

145.  Sarath Stanley – S 858 

146. Awanthi Sanjeewani – S 1644 

147.  P.K.D.Aruni Jayasinghe – K936 

148. Chandima Perumpuliarachchi – P815 

149. W.M.T.M. Wijekoon – W 1933 

150.  Sharmain De Silva – D1881 
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151. N L S Ruwantha Cooray - C399 

152. Indika Abeysinghe – A1220 

153. Chaminda Lanza – L 211 

154. J.S.R. Pathirana – P 1922 

155. D.G.P.M. Premathilaka – P 1083 

156. W. Srilachana Fernando – F 541 

157. Sanjeewani Amarasinghe – A 1233 

158. Sulani Wanniarchchci – W 1710 

159. W. Dulani Dissanayake – D 1872 

160. Kanishka Rajapakshe – R 1022 

161. G.H.N Silva –S 1921 

162. Sanjeewa Leelaratne L 298 

163. Dishan Manamperi  M998 

164. U. Nihal Perera P825 

165. Nalin Weerakoon W1645 

166. Chamara Wannisekera W2100 

167. D.S.M. Fernando F730 

168. Oshan T. Ubhayarathna U199 

169. B. Dineth Kaushalya B318 

170.  C. Dheerasinghe  D944 

171. Ravindra Manoj GamageM 815 

172. Thushara P. Koralage  H1417 

173. N.P.M. Bolapage B546 

174. S.A.C.Pradeep  Perera P 1705 

175. K.K.D.W.S. Kannangara K 1898 

176. W.D.P.N. Thilakarathne T 620 

177. D.P. Suraj Jayamanne J 954 

178.  N.K. Peries  P1109 

179. Dushyantha Kanakarathne K 756 

180. P. L. Ratwatte - R 949 
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181. K. M. C. Fernando - F 543 

182. Sandun Nagahawatta -  N 422 

183. J. P. Ekanayake - E 173 

184. Tyronne Weerakody - W 527 

185. Indika Jayaweera -  J 845 

186. Nandika Jayawardene - J 500 

187. Maheshee De Alwis - D 915 

188. Gimhani Gamage - G 1399 

189. Ravishani Pieris - P 2272 

190. P.B.P.Indunil Piyadasa P1546 

191. P. D. R. C. N. Gunarathna G 920 

192. L.A.D. S. Kalhara - L 445 

193. V.P. Thilinika - V 257 

194.  Kelum K. Hewage M1712  

195. D.G.A.M Madushanka  D1998 

196. B A R Bamunusinghe  B3495.  

197. Anjali Kumari Herath Ekanayake E212  

198. K.M. Jagath Bandara K 1805  

199. prageeth Uluvitikege U 214  

200. Asela Jayawardana  J 1541   

201. Yalith Wasantha Wijesurendra W2103 

202.  A.H.R.M. Samarasekara S2128  

203. L T G Dinesha L355  

204. Prasani Anupama Kulathunga   K1424 

205.  Manjula Nishanthi Rupasinghe  R990  

206. Madhumali Alwis A1115 

207. K.K.S.P.KonaraK-1401 

208. S.P.E. Bandara  E 268 

209. Sunanda Deshapriya  D 2290 

210. Nirosha Herath H 1117 
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211. D.C.W.Samarasekara S 1042 

212. T.M.Janaka Sumeda   T 112 

213. M.H. N.de Silva  D 2139 

214. C.Jayasinghe J 1518 

215. K.P.C.Fernando F 608 

216. Yasindu Warange L 402 

 

cc 

1. Mr Rajeev Amarasuriya  

Secretary  

2. Members of EXCO 

 


